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Synopsis

The first nine books in the popular Christy Miller series are now available in three treasured
volumes! Bestselling author Robin Jones Gunn packs each one with enough action, romance, and
drama to keep you reading and wanting more. It all starts the summer Christy vacations on a
California beach and meets two friends who change her life forever. But after moving across the
country with her family, Christy must begin her sophomore year of high school uncertain where
sheA¢a -a,¢ll fit in. A red-headed new best friend, a try at cheerleading, a job at a pet store, and
expectations for the prom fill ChristyA¢a -4,¢s high school years with a string of laughter-and-tears
moments. Fireball Katie keeps everyone guessing what sheA¢a -a,¢ll do next, and surfer Todd
keeps showing up while popular Rick has determined to get her full attention! As these memorable
years unfold, Christy and her God-loving friends find out what it means to be a A¢a —A“peculiar
treasure.A¢a -Ae Follow Christy Miller as she stays true to her identity in Christ, drawing closer to
God for help in realizing her dreams and dealing with her disappointments. Whether youAg¢a -a,¢re
meeting her for the first time or have known her for yearsA¢a -a+ Christy Is a Forever Friend
Surprise Endings Cheerleading tryouts are coming up, and Christy Miller is giving it all

sheA¢a -4,¢s got. The competition is tough and some of the girls are just rude, but Christy thinks
she has a good chance to make the squad. Meanwhile prom is just around the corner, and Christy
hopes her parents will make an exception to their A¢a —A“no dating until sixteenAg¢a -As rule.
SheAg¢a —4,¢d love to go with Todd to his prom! But nothing turns out as Christy had planned. As
the surprises keep coming, can Christy respond with grace...and maybe even spring a surprise of
her own? Island Dreamer Christy Miller is spending her sixteenth birthday on Maui with her family,
Todd, and Paula, her best friend from Wisconsin! What could be better? But Christy soon finds that
she and Paula donA¢a -a,¢t have as much in common anymore. PaulaA¢a -4,¢s obsessed with
having a boyfriend...even if it means stealing Todd from Christy! Will he choose Paula over her? Or
will the islands send Christy dreaming in new directions? A Heart Full of Hope Christy Miller is
sixteen, and that means she can finally date! Rick has waited months for this, and he has a whole
list of dates planned. HeA¢a -4,¢s not happy about her early curfews and weekend job, but Christy
knows her parents arenA¢a -4,¢t about to negotiate on those points. Really, sheA¢a -a,¢s
dazzled to be pursued by such a thoughtful guy. So why does she feel overwhelmed? Where does
Todd fit into her life now? And can any guy really fulfill all her hopes? Story Behind the

BookA¢a -A“The Christy Miller series was actually born when a group of thirteen-year-olds
challenged me to write a novel. IA¢a -4,¢d been questioning the content of their favorite books

when they said, A¢a -EceWhy donA¢a -a,¢t you write a book for us?A¢a —4,¢ | told them no, |



only wrote picture books. But they persisted: A¢a —EceHow hard could it be? WeAg¢a -a,¢ll even
tell you what to write! We want a love story with teenagers at the beach.A¢a -4,¢ And there you go.
Summer Promise first released seventeen years ago and is now translated into five languages. |
continue to hear from readers all over the world, many girls saying that they gave their life to Christ

after reading Summer Promise. | love that!A¢a —A+ A¢a —a *Robin Jones Gunn
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10h yeah! WeA¢a -4,¢ve got the spiritOh yeah! That cougar spiritSay, hey! Get outta our
wayCougars are on the prowl TODAY |Christy Miller ended the cheer with a long, leggy leap. The
other girls watched her land just slightly off balance.A¢a -A“Good, but try to keep your arms

straighter next time,A¢a -A-the cheerleading adviser said.Christy nodded at Mrs. James and tried



not to feel self conscious, even though so many girls were standing around watching

her.A¢a -A“And be sure you stretch out after practice today.A¢a —A+ Mrs. James turned her
attention to the next girl in line.Stepping away from the critical stares of the varsity cheerleaders,
Christy took a deep breath and silently mouthed the cheer. Keeping her arms straight, she began
going through the motions again.It seemed to Christy that the first few days of practice

hadnAg¢a —4a,¢t been very hard or very competitive. Now that it was getting closer to tryouts, fewer
girls were showing up everyday. And the ones who did show up were, in ChristyA¢a -4a,¢s opinion,
all much better at jumps than sheA¢a -4,¢d ever be. A¢a -A“Give it a rest, MillerlA¢a —As one of
the varsity girls said, coming in her direction. It was Renee, a junior with short dark hair and eyes
like a raven.Christy tried to ignore Renee and finished the cheer with a solid jump.A¢a -A“Give it
up. YouA¢a -4,¢re not cheerleader material, and you know it. Besides, youA¢a -4,¢re only a
sophomore.A¢a -A-A¢a -A“Sophomores can try out like anyone else,A¢a A« Christy said quietly,
lifting her damp nutmeg brown hair off the nape of her neck. She shaded her blue-green eyes from
the afternoonsun and tilted her head. A¢a -A“Tryouts are only two weeks away, Renee. And

IA¢a -4a,¢m not going to drop out.A¢a —A« Christy meant the statement to sound firm and
threatening, but it affected Renee as much as a harmless kitten batting at a thread.A¢a -A“You
only made it this far because of Rick Doyle.A¢a —A+ Renee flung the words at Christy. Two of her
friends now stood beside her. A¢a -A“So donA¢a -a,¢t look so innocent. We know

whatA¢a —4,¢s going on between you and Rick.A¢a -A-A¢a -A“Between me and Rick?A¢a —A-
Christy couldnA¢a -4,¢t stand the way the three girls were staring at her. She wasnA¢a -4,¢t sure
what Renee was trying to prove. A¢a -A“Rick and | are just friends.A¢a —-A<A¢a -A“Oh, right.
Friends. Buddies. That explains why the most popular guy in school hangs out with a little
sophomore who thinks sheA¢a -a,¢s going to be next yearA¢a —a,¢s star

cheerleader.A¢a -A-Christy felt her heart pounding and her throat swelling.Why is Renee all over
me like this?A¢a -A“Come on, Renee,A¢a -A- said one of the other girls, who walked over toward
Christy. A¢a -A“Leave her alone. ItA¢a -4,¢s not ChristyA¢a -4,¢s fault Rick turned you
down.A¢a -A+Renee spun around. A¢ga -A“Who asked for your opinion,

Teresa?A¢a —-A-A¢a -A“ltA¢a -a,¢s Teri. Only my grandmother calls me Teresa.

A¢a -EceTeresa Angelina Raquel Moreno,A¢a -a,¢A¢a —A« Teri mimicked in a high-pitched voice
with a heavy Spanish accent. A¢a —-A“But youA¢a —4a,¢re not my grandmother, Renee. So you can
call me Teri, like the rest of my friends.A¢a —A<Christy admired TeriA¢a -4,¢s friendly spunk. She
obviously wasnA¢a —4,¢t threatened by Renee. Christy wished she could appear as confident as

Teri. But then Teri was a junior like Renee, so that had to count for something.Renee turned to glare



at Christy with a hard, pinched expression. A¢a -A“YouA¢a —4,¢re not good enough, Miller. Okay?
YouAg¢a -4,¢re not good enough to be a cheerleader, and youA¢a -a,¢re definitely not good
enough for Rick Doyle.A¢a -A« Renee turned with a flashy cheerleading swish and marched off the
field with her two friends beside her.A¢a -A“What was that all about?A¢a —A- Christy asked Teri.
Her hands were shaking. A¢ga —A“What did | ever do to her?A¢a -A-A¢a -A“ltA¢a -a,¢s not
you.A¢a —A- Teri wrapped her long, wavy brown hair up in a knot and tried to secure it with a
scrunchie. A¢a -A“SheA¢a -a,¢s mad at Rick, and sheA¢a —4,¢s just taking it out on you.
DonAg¢a -4a,¢t let her get to you. YouA¢a -4,¢re doing great, Christy. By the time tryouts get here,
youA¢a -4,¢ll be ready. DonA¢a —4,¢t worry.A¢a —A<But Christy did worry. She worried all the
way home. As soon as she was in the front door, the first thing she did was call her closest friend,
Katie, to tell her about the incident.A¢a —-A“Oh come on, Christy,A¢a -A« Katie said in her bubbly,
self-assured voice. A¢a -A“You know what ReneeA¢a -a,¢s problem is. ltA¢a -a,¢s Rick. She
likes Rick. DidnA¢a —a,¢t you know that? Everybodyknows that.A¢a —-A-A¢a -A“Katie, almost all
the girls at Kelley High like Rick. He and | are good friends. You know that.A¢a —-A<A¢a -A“Sure |
do. But Renee doesnA¢a —4,¢t. She thinks heA¢a —a,¢s taking you to the

prom.A¢a -A-A¢a -A“The prom? Why in the world would she think that? My parents would never
let me go to the prom. You know how strict they are.A¢a -AsA¢a -A“Well, get this,A¢a —A« Katie
said. A¢a -A“l heard that Renee asked Rick to the prom, and he turned her

down.A¢a -A-A¢a -A“YouAga -a,¢re kidding! Why?A¢a —A-A¢a -A“ThatA¢a -a,¢s what
sheA¢a -4,¢s so upset about. He didnA¢a -4,¢t give her a reason, but from what she heard from
one of his friends, Renee thought he was taking you.A¢a -A-A¢a —-A“No way! HeA¢a —4,¢d never
ask me. He could choose from a dozen girls, all seniors. Besides, | think a senior guy should take a
senior girl. | mean, itA¢a -4,¢s their last year of high schooland

everything.A¢a -A-A¢a -A“Christy, get a clue! He wants to take you. The problem is, he thinks you
wonAg¢a -4a,¢t go with him since youA¢a -4,¢re not supposed to date until youA¢a -a,¢re
sixteen.A¢a —A-Christy twisted the phone cord around her finger. A¢a -A“But Katie, IA¢a -4a,¢m
the kind of girl Rick teases and calls when heA¢a -4,¢s bored. IA¢ga —a,¢m not the popular rah-rah
type heA¢a —-4,¢d take to the prom. HeA¢a -a,¢s probably waiting to find out whoA¢a -4,¢s got
the best chance of winning prom queen. ThatA¢a —4,¢s who heA¢a -4a,¢ll

take.A¢a -A-A¢ga -A“Wake up, girll DonA¢a —-4,¢t you see whatA¢a -a,¢s happening? Rick is
turning you into the rah-rah prom-queen type. YouAg¢a -4a,¢re like putty in his hands. HeA¢a -4,¢s
making you into the perfect girlfriend.A¢a -A-A¢ga -A“Katie, that has to be the most ridiculous thing
youA¢a —a,¢ve ever saidlA¢a —-A-A¢a -A“Ridiculous or not, itA¢a —4,¢s the truth.A¢a —A-A



frustrating silence hung between them.A¢a -A“l didnA¢a -4,¢t mean to hurt your feelings,A¢a —A-
Katie said, all the fire doused from her voice. A¢a —-A“But if you donA¢a —a,¢t think IA¢a -4,¢m
right, then just ask yourself to honestly answer one question.A¢a -A«Katie

paused.A¢a -A“Yes?A¢a -A- Christy knew that although Katie often went overboard with her
exuberance, she also could be right sometimes.A¢a -A“Ask yourself, Would | have tried out for
cheerleading if Rick hadnA¢a -a,¢t talked me into it and gone with me to practice the first

day?A¢a -A-A¢a -A“Yes,A¢a -A- Christy answered immediately. A¢a —-A“l wouldA¢a —4,¢ve
gone on my own.A¢a —-A-A¢a -A“DonA¢a —4a,¢t answer me. Answer yourself. Honestly. And if
youA¢a -4a,¢re honest, | think youAg¢a -a,¢ll see what IA¢a -4,¢m saying. Rick has more control
in your life than you realize.A¢a -A<For at least twenty minutes after they hung up, Christy
remained sitting on the hallway floor with her back against one wall and her stocking feet against the
other, searching her heart for an honest answer to KatieA¢a -4,¢s question.The tricky part was,
Christy had always wanted to be a cheerleader. She had thought about it a lot when tryouts were
announced. But maybe Katie had a point. Deep down, Christy wasnA¢a -4,¢t sure if she ever
would have worked up the nerve to try out if Rick hadnA¢a -a,¢t coaxed her into going to the first
practice.However, Todd had a lot to do with it too. If Katie wanted to talk about ToddA¢a -4,¢s
influence on Christy, well, that was another story. She would gladly admit that Todd had a unique
way of challenging her and directing her decisions. He had ever since the day they met on the
beach last summer. She remembered looking up into the screaming silver-blue eyes of this tall,
blond surfer and thinking how he fit her description of the perfect guy. Then she got toknow him, and
Todd became an important part of her life. He strongly influenced her when it came to things that
mattered in her heart.Even though Todd lived two hours away, when it came right down to it, if she
had to define their relationship, she would consider Todd much closer to one day being her
boyfriend than Rick. Christy and Todd saw each other only a couple times a month, but Todd was in
her heart. Forever. Nothing could ever change that. And what mattered to Todd mattered deeply to
Christy.She tugged at her socks, cuffing them and uncuffing them, remembering when she had
scrunched in the hallway last week, the night before the first cheerleading practice, and talked on
the phone with Todd for an hour. Christy had told him all about how she was thinking of going out
for cheerleading and eagerly waited for his opinion andencouragement.But all Todd had said was,
A¢a -A“l think if youA¢a -a,¢re going to do it, you should do it for the Lord.A¢a -A-A¢a -A“You
mean | should pray about it?A¢a —A« Christy asked.A¢a —-A“ThatA¢a —-4,¢s part of it. But you need
to think about how you can take some risks on your campus. If you become a cheerleader,

youA¢a -4,¢ll have an audience.A¢a -A-A¢a —-A“An audience?A¢a —-A-A¢a -A“There will be lots



of people who suddenly know who you are, and theyA¢a -4,¢ll watch your life a lot more closely.
You canAg¢a -4,¢t just blend in with the crowd anymore. Being a cheerleader might put you in a
good position to let people know who you really are and what your life is all about.A¢a —-A-A¢a -A“l
hadnA¢a -4,¢t thought about that.A¢a -A-A¢a -A“Being up front can be good. It kind of forces
you to take a stand for what you believe.A¢ga -A«Christy had taken ToddA¢a -4,¢s words to heart,
and that nightshe had written in her diary:God, | want to do this cheerleading thing for You. | know
ToddA¢a -4a,¢sright. If | become a cheerleader, people will look up to me andrespect me. That will
give me a better chance to tell them that IA¢a -4,¢m aChristian and maybe to invite them to church
with me or something.l just want whatever is best, and | want to be a good example toothers.In
thinking through the whole situation now, Christy felt certain that even if Rick hadnA¢a -4,¢t walked
her to practice that first day, she still would have gone. Her heart was set on doing this, and just as
Todd had advised, she would do it for all the right reasons.A¢a -A“Christy,A¢a -A« her mom called
from the kitchen, A¢a —A“are you off the phone yet? Dinner is ready. You need to come set the
table.A¢a —-A-A¢a —-A“Coming!A¢a —A- Christy left her cheerleading thoughts huddled in the
hallway as she went into the kitchen. Her mom had made stew, which wasnA¢a -4,¢t her favorite
dinner. MomAg¢a -4,¢s stew generally consisted of whatever leftovers had been in the refrigerator
long enough to be unappealing if eaten by themselves. They were all dumped into the Crock-Pot in
the morning and left to simmer all day until they became A¢a -A“stew.A¢a —A<Venturing a sniff of
the concoction, Christy had to admit it smelled good. She teased her mom, saying, A¢a -A“Spices
are your friends, arenA¢a -4,¢t they?A¢a —-A-A¢a -A“What?A¢a -A-A¢a -A“You know how to
put in just the right seasonings to make even leftovers smell as though you started fresh.A¢a —Ae
Mom gave Christy a puzzled look.A¢a —A“Never mind.A¢a -Ae- She realized what she was saying
was not exactly a compliment and would be better left unexplained.Her mother stepped in to make a
familiar point. A¢a —-A“We need to be thankful we have food on the table, Christy. It may not be
fancy, but weA¢a —4a,¢ve never gone hungry, and we should be grateful for that. A¢a —AsAg¢a —A“l
know,A¢a —As Christy said quietly. She pulled the silverware from the drawer and began setting
four places at the kitchen table. The last thing she wanted to be reminded of tonight was how tight
money had been since her family moved to California from Wisconsin. Or how all of them needed to
work harder to stay on their budget.At dinner, ChristyA¢a -4,¢s nine-year-old brother, David,
monopolized the conversation. Christy and her mom and dad all listened patiently as David
reenacted, with considerable exaggeration, his teacherA¢a -a,¢s facial expression when she found
gum on her shoe.He was kind of funny, for a little brother. But Christy would never tell him that. It

would only encourage his goofiness.As soon as David excused himself from the table, Mom leaned



over, and a sweet smile spread over her lips. Christy knew that look. Her mother was trying to
create an encouragingenvironment. Christy also knew that her mother was about to say something
Christy probably wouldnA¢a -4,¢t be glad to hear. A¢a —-A“Dad and | have gone over the paper
you brought homefrom the cheerleading adviser, and weA¢a -4,¢ve decided that the only way for
this to work is if you find a way to come up with half of the money.A¢a -A-A¢a -A“HalflA¢a —As
Christy squawked. A¢a -A“ThatA¢a -4,¢s more than three hundred

dollars!A¢a -A-Aga -A“Well,A¢a -A- Dad said slowly in his deep, authoritative voice, A¢a -A%s
this something you want to do? Are you willing to commit yourself to the practices and the
games?A¢a -A-A¢a -A“Yes.A¢ga -A- Christy tried hard to hold back the tears that pressed against
the corners of her eyelids.A¢a —A“Your mother and | think itA¢a -4,¢s a worthwhile goal.

ItA¢a -a,¢s also a big commitment. And an expensive one. We feel you should share a part of that
responsibility by participating inthe financial responsibility.A¢a —A«Christy wanted to say,

A¢a -A“But you donA¢a -4,¢t understand! ThereAg¢a -4,¢s more to this than me fulfilling my goal.
CanA¢a -4,¢t you see that? This is something | need to do so | can take a stand on my
campus.A¢a -A« But as usual, Christy couldnA¢a —4a,¢t make the really powerful words come out,
and all she said was, A¢a -A“How am | going to come up with that much

money?A¢a -A-A¢a -A“You have to understand, Christy, that this expense isnA¢a -4, ¢t in our
budget. But weAg¢a -4,¢re willing to find a way for it to work out for you if youA¢a -a,¢re willing to
come up with your half. You could babysit this summer,A¢a -A+ Mom suggested. A¢a —-A“Get a
position during the weekdays with someone who has small children. Perhaps you could advertise in
the toddler Sunday school class youA¢a -a,¢ve been helping out with the last few weeks. You
could let some of the parents knowyouA¢a —4,¢re available.A¢a -A-A¢a -A“Babysit? This
summer?A¢a —As This wasnA¢a —-4,¢t a good time to mention to her parents that she had been
planning to stay in Newport Beach all summer with Uncle Bob and Aunt Marti, just like last summer.
Christy already had a long list of plans for things she and Todd would do. She hadnA¢a -4,¢t even
considered the possibility of staying home in Escondido all summerA¢a -4 ceespecially to
babysit.A¢a -A“You decide how you want to come up with the money,A¢a —A« Dad said. A¢ga -A“lf
youAg¢a -4,¢re serious about cheerleading, weA¢a -a,g¢re with you 100 percent, and weA¢a -a,¢ll
find a way to come up with half the cost. But youA¢a —4,¢ve got to put in your share too.

ltA¢a -a,¢s time you learned there are no free rides.A¢a —A*A¢a -A“l definitely want to do it. |
mean, | want to at least try out and see what happens,A¢a -A« Christy said.Mom sat back in her
chair. A¢a -A“Before you give such a firm answer, why donA¢a -a,¢t you think about it some

more. In the meantime, do you have much homework



tonight?A¢a —-A-A¢a -A“Tons.A¢a -A-A¢a -A“lA¢a -4,¢ll do the dishes, then,A¢a —A+ her mom
said. A¢a -A“You can do them tomorrow night. YouA¢a -a,¢d better get at your

homework.A¢a -AeIn the sanctuary of her room, Christy found it impossible to concentrate on her
A¢a -A“tonsA¢a -A- of homework. She went over to her dresser and picked up the San Francisco
music box her aunt had bought her on their trip there last summer.Winding the brass key on the
bottom, Christy set it back on the dresser and watched the ceramic cable car move up the little hill
as it played A¢a -A“l Left My Heart in San Francisco.A¢a —A+<Wish | knew where | left my heart. It
certainly doesnA¢a —4a,¢t seem to be where itA¢a -4,¢s supposed to be tonight, Christy thought. |
feel pulled in so many directions.She was convinced that becoming a cheerleader ranked as an
important dream at this point in her life. It was a worthy goal. WerenA¢a -4,¢t adults always telling
her to set goals? She believed being a cheerleader would be something she could always look back
on and say, A¢a -A“l did it! | worked hard, and | accomplished my goal.A¢a —-As Plus, she would be
able to take a stand for what she believed, as Todd had said.But she never dreamed she would
have to come up with half the money. And babysitting all summer was practically the last thing
Christy wanted to do with her precious free time.It seemed there were so many obstacles to her
trying out for cheerleading. The incident with Renee had been discouraging enough. Now she had
the money part of it to struggle with too. She never guessed it would be so hard.Do | want to be a
cheerleader badly enough to really work for it? With a determined twist of the knob, Christy wound
up the music box once more. Effortlessly, the little cable car took its free ride to the top of the glassy
hill.

I'm a thirty something lady but God is really speaking to me thru the development of the Christy
character beginning with the age 14. God bless you Robin; so cool to see God move thru the gifts of

People.

| LOVE this book it’s so inspirational! It’s fun, exciting so uplifting and relatable! | will recommend

this book to everyone | know! Everyone should the GREAT pleasure of reading this book!
Sent, and got there a day early if | remember correctly! Super cool because all three books were
bound together so it made storing them easy. Bought them for my younger sister and she loves

them.

Great book for teen girls. Christy’s struggles are common to many girls and her attempts to respond



in godly manner (though she fails at times) will be an encouragement to young readers.

My daughter loves this series and it was timely on its arrival!

My daughters teacher told her about these books and she absolutely loves them!

| loved this book and would recommend it to all of my friends. | can’t wait to read the next volume. |
love all the love scenes and how christy is so close to the Lord especially after she met todd can’t

wait to see what happens next in the series.

Loved it even more then Volume 1! | related so much to Christy Miller and a lot of the issues she
went through. Definitely recommended if you like YA Christian Fiction or if you liked other Christy

Miller books.
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